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Fender Instruments USA, the 

makers of the iconic Stratocaster electric guitar, 
asked CID to design a portable sound system. The 
system was to include a powerful four-channel, 
150-watt stereo powered mixer and two 
loudspeakers. To make it truly portable, the whole 
system, including microphones and the necessary 
connecting cables, had to pack into a convenient, 
weather-resistant case.

CID presented Fender with a number of 2D 
concepts. These took design cues from suitcases, 
and considered areas such as the handle and 
latching, as well as the overall styling. An agreed 
design was developed in the form of 2D drawings 
and block models. The form was then more clearly 
developed and assembly details refined.

The design then moved into 3D and the Hong 
Kong based manufacturers progressed to tooling. 
To keep the cost of tooling to a minimum, we 
designed the system to consist of only three large 
mouldings – a baffle and back box for the speaker 
and a case half for the powered mixer. Constant 
communication between Fender, CID and Hong 
Kong ensured that any design issues affecting the 
manufacturing process were dealt with quickly and 
clearly. We were, for example, able to source 
spec ific adv ice on the we ld ing o f the 
polypropylene speakers.

This proactive approach kept delays to a minimum 
and resulted in a brief-to-production project time 
of only nine months. The Passport 150 went on to 
win a coveted IDSA (Industrial Designers Society 
of America) Award and become a best-seller for 
Fender, putting the company firmly in the forefront 
of portable sound systems.
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